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World History Leading Into and After Malachi 

625 - 525 BC 

❖ 612 - The Assyrian Empire comes to an end when the Babylonians and Medes 

destroy Nineveh.  

❖ 586 - The Babylonians level Jerusalem and the temple.  

❖ 539 - Cyrus, founding ruler of the Medo-Persian Empire, captures Babylon with 

little resistance.  

❖ 538 - Cyrus’s decree allows return of Jews from exile; 42,360 return initially.  

❖ 536 - Second temple construction begins under Zerubbabel’s and Joshua’s 

leadership.  

❖ 530–522 - Cambyses, son of Cyrus, rules Persian Empire.  

 

525 - 480 BC 

❖ 526 - Discouragement reinforced by opposition from transplanted people brings 

work on the temple to a halt.  

❖ 521 - 486 - Darius I (Darius the Great) succeeds Cambyses.  

❖ 520 - 518 - Haggai and Zechariah encourage the people to resume construction of 

the temple.  

❖ March 12, 515 - Temple completed. 

❖ 486 - Xerxes (Ahasuerus) ascends the throne of Persia upon the death of his father, 

Darius I.  

 

480 - 460 BC 

❖ 480 – 479 Greek victories over Persians in Battles of Salamis (480) and Plain of 

Plataea (479), thwart Persian expansion into Europe and are keys to Greek 

hegemony in the Mediterranean Basin and Europe. 

❖ 479 - Esther becomes queen of Persia.  

❖ 474 - Esther intercedes with Xerxes for her people.  

❖ 473 - First celebration of Purim. 



3 | P a g e  

 

❖ 465 - Xerxes I (Ahasuerus), husband of Esther, assassinated. 

❖ 465 - 423 - Artaxerxes I succeeds his father.  

 

460 - 425 BC 

❖ 458 - Ezra leads second group of Jewish exiles to Jerusalem. 

❖ 445 - 430 - Events in Nehemiah take place. 

❖ 445 - Jerusalem’s walls rebuilt under Nehemiah’s leadership. 

❖ 432 - Nehemiah returns to Persia.  

❖ 431 - 404 - The second Peloponnesian War was fought - mainly between Sparta 

and Athens.  

❖ 425 - Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem.  

❖ ca. 430 - 415 - Malachi’s prophecy given. 
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“My Messenger” 

“Malachi” literally means “my messenger,” and the prophet’s identity is 

never revealed. The book emphasizes the message rather than the 

messenger; God is the speaker in about forty-seven of the fifty-five 

verses. Since the term occurs both in Malachi 1:1 & 3:1, and since both 

prophets and priests were called messengers of the Lord, some have 

thought “Malachi” to be only a title that tradition has given the author. 

The view has been supported by appeal to the early Greek translation 

(the Septuagint), which translates the term in 1:1 “his messenger” rather 

than as a proper noun. He was likely a member of the Levitical priesthood 

who witnessed the corruption and indifference he rebukes throughout 

this prophecy. The Hebrews (Jews) believe that this Malachi was Ezra. This 

is an acceptable idea since we can know nothing certain about him except 

that, so far as we can gather from his prophecy, he lived not long before 

Christ’s birth and was certainly the last prophet of the Old Testament. The 

matter, however, remains uncertain, and it is still very likely that Malachi 

was in fact the author’s name. 

 

Malachi’s Got Style 

A main component of Malachi’s style is to ask and then 

immediately answer questions. The prophet asks 22 

rhetorical questions in just 55 verses. (Rhetorical questions 

are asked in order to create a dramatic effect or to make a 

point more so than to get an answer.) Using this method, 

Malachi presents Judah’s sins largely by quoting their own 

words, repeating their own thoughts, and describing their 

own attitudes (1:2, 6–7, 12–13; 2:14, 17; 3:7–8, 13–15) and 

then immediately having the LORD answer. Malachi uses 

these questions to argue against the Judeans and to accuse 

them as people who certainly know better than to pursue 

the sins that were distracting them from true worship.  
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Israelite (Jewish) Spiritual State 

Even though the LORD had brought his people from exile in Babylon back to Jerusalem and 

had rebuilt the temple, their spiritual enthusiasm waned. Their land remained but a small 

province in the backwaters of the Persian empire. The glorious future announced by the 

prophets - most recently by Haggai and Zechariah - had not (yet) been realized. God had 

not (yet) come to his temple with majesty and power to exalt his kingdom in the sight of the 

nations. Doubting God’s covenant love and no longer trusting his justice, the Jews of the 

restored community began to lose hope. So their worship degenerated into a listless 

perpetuation of mere forms, and they no longer took the law seriously. The priests became 

corrupt. The Sabbath was broken. Tithes were ignored. The people intermarried with 

foreigners.  

 

 

Outline of Malachi 

Malachi’s message is communicated in three interrelated addresses. Each address contains 

five sections arranged in a mirror-like repetitive structure surrounding a central section (a-b-

c-b-a). The first two addresses begin with positive motivation or hope (1:2–5; 2:10a) and end 

with negative motivation or judgment (2:1–9; 3:1–6). In between is God’s indictment (1:6–9, 

11–14; 2:10b–15a, 17) surrounding his commands (1:10; 2:15b–16). The final climactic 

address begins and ends with commands to repent (3:7–10a; 4:4–6). In between are sections 

of motivation (3:10b–12; 3:16–4:3) surrounding the indictment (3:13–15). 
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My Message from My Messenger… 

I. Priests Exhorted to Honor the Lord (1:1–2:9) 

A. Positive motivation: the Lord’s love (1:2–5) 

B. Situation: failure to honor the Lord (1:6–9) 

C. Command: stop the vain offerings (1:10) 

D. Situation: priests profane the Lord’s name (1:11–14) 

E. Negative motivation: results of disobedience (2:1–9) 

II. Judah Exhorted to Faithfulness (2:10–3:6) 

A. Positive motivation: spiritual kinship among Israel (2:10a) 

B. Situation: faithlessness against a covenant member (2:10b–15a) 

C. Command: stop acting faithlessly (2:15b–16) 

D. Situation: complaints of the Lord’s injustice (2:17) 

E. Negative motivation: coming messenger of judgment (3:1–6) 

III. Judah Exhorted to Return to the Lord (3:7–4:6) 

A. Command: return to the Lord with tithes (3:7–10a) 

B. Positive motivation: future blessing (3:10b–12) 

C. Situation: complacency in serving the Lord (3:13–15) 

D. Motivation: the coming day of the Lord (3:16–4:3) 

E. Command: remember the law (4:4–6) 
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1:1 An Oracle (֙ א   ”something which is lifted up“ = (ַהַמשָּׂ

This word is found 20 times in the Old Testament. Since the base meaning is to lift something 

up, it is often translated as “burden” because of the strain associated with lifting something 

up. When positioned at the start of a prophecy as it is here, it takes more the meaning of a 

divine pronouncement through God’s prophet because the prophet is lifting up the word of 

the LORD to someone. (For notes on “Malachi,” see page 4 of this study guide.) 

When do you or when might you find the “lifting up” of God’s Word to be a burden?  

 

 

 

PEOPLE’S BIBLE COMMENTARY: The idea of a burden is right and 

good. When God comes to his messenger—which is what the name 

Malachi means—he places a burden on him, a burden of words that 

he must take to the people. Jeremiah felt this burden. He said, “If I say, 

‘I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,’ his word is in 

my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding 

it in; indeed, I cannot” (Jeremiah 20:9). The apostle Paul also felt this 

burden of being the Lord’s messenger when he said, “When I preach 

the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if 

I do not preach the gospel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16). 
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1:2-5 Love and Hate 

These are some harsh words. Let’s seek to understand them better.  

With what tone do you think the first two sentences of verse 2 were spoken? Why did you 

choose that tone? 

 

 

The LORD answers the rhetorical question: “I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated.” (verses 

2d-3a) For 20 years of marriage, Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, was barren and couldn’t conceive a 

child. Isaac prayed to the LORD, and the LORD responded with a gift of twin boys. In their 

culture, whoever was born first would inherit a double portion of the family estate and would 

be considered the head of the family. However, while the twin boys were still in Rebekah’s 

womb, the LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within 

you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the 

younger.” (Genesis 25:23). What different thing did God promise here? Why would God do 

this?  
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       Jacob  

  &  Esau 
 

Jacob and Esau had a rough relationship to say the least. Isaac loved Esau; Rebekah loved 

Jacob. Jacob charged Esau his birthright for a bowl of stew when he was famished. Isaac tried 

to circumvent God’s prophecy about the twins by instructing Esau to bring him food so that 

he could give Esau the blessing of the firstborn. Jacob, by direction of his mother, disguised 

himself and deceived his father Isaac to obtain the blessing. Esau held a grudge, vowing to 

murder Jacob after Isaac died. In the end, Jacob and Esau reconciled and God’s Word came 

true as the special blessing went to Jacob, which Esau did not try to take back. However, 

Esau’s descendants, the Edomites, constantly warred against and opposed Jacob’s 

descendants, the Israelites. This is why Edom lay in ruins. (c.f. Numbers 20:14-21; Psalm 

137:7; Amos 1:11; Obadiah; Ezekiel 25:12-14; 35:1-15) 

Why does God love Jacob but hate Esau? Why say this to the Israelites through Malachi at 

this time in their history?  

 

How do you know that God loves you?  

 

Read Romans 9:6-29. How does Paul use the quote, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated”?  
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Does God really hate people?  

Psalm 5:4–7 (NIV) 4 For you are not a God who is pleased with wickedness; with you, 

evil people are not welcome. 5 The arrogant cannot stand in your presence. You hate 

all who do wrong; 6 you destroy those who tell lies. The bloodthirsty and deceitful 

you, LORD, detest. 7 But I, by your great love, can come into your house; in reverence 

I bow down toward your holy temple.  

Psalm 11:4–7 (NIV) 4 The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD is on his heavenly 

throne. He observes everyone on earth; his eyes examine them. 5 The LORD examines 

the righteous, but the wicked, those who love violence, he hates with a passion. 6 On 

the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a scorching wind will be their 

lot. 7 For the LORD is righteous, he loves justice; the upright will see his face.  

Psalm 104:27-30, 34–35 (NIV) 27 All creatures look to you to give them their food 

at the proper time. 28 When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open 

your hand, they are satisfied with good things. 29 When you hide your face, they are 

terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. 30 When 

you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground… May 

my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the LORD. 35 But may sinners vanish 

from the earth and the wicked be no more. Praise the LORD, my soul. Praise the LORD.  

John 3:14–21 (NIV) 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son 

of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead 

of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and 

will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever 

lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they 

have done has been done in the sight of God.  
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1 John 4:7–10 (NIV) 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 

God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not 

love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love 

among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 

him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 

an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

1 Timothy 2:3–4 (NIV) 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all 

people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  

Deuteronomy 21:16–17 (NIV) 16 when he wills his property to his sons, he must not 

give the rights of the firstborn to the son of the wife he loves in preference to his 

actual firstborn, the son of the wife he does not love. 17 He must acknowledge the 

son of his unloved wife as the firstborn by giving him a double share of all he has. 

That son is the first sign of his father’s strength. The right of the firstborn belongs to 

him.  

Luke 14:25–26 (NIV) 25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them 

he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my 

disciple.  

Matthew 10:34–39 (NIV) 34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the 

earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn “ ‘a man 

against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law— 36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 37 

“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone 

who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does 

not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life 

will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.  

 

PEOPLE’S BIBLE COMMENTARY: The fact is that if God is really true and right, 

he must hate evil and he must hate people who do evil. How can he do anything 

but punish the evil and banish it forever from himself? This is the curse; this is 

hell. This is necessary if God is really what we hope he is - the epitome and 

champion of right and good.  
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Name of God: The LORD Almighty (The LORD of Hosts) (֙֔אֹות ָ֣הְ֙צבָּׂ  (verse 4) ( ְיהוָּׂ

Moses, Joshua, and Judges never use the title “Lord [God] of hosts.” It was first used just 

before the kingdom period (ca. 1050 BC) and became a favorite expression for the eighth-

century prophets and later writers. It appears about 275 times (often in 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) and presents one of the most important Old 

Testament pictures of God and His work. 

The term “host” (Hebrew tsaba’; plural noun tseba’oth) refers to military service, the ranks and 

divisions of troops (Judges 4:2; 2 Chronicles 26:11–15). Though the hosts of the Lord are 

often angels (1 Kings 22:19), they include His people Israel (Numbers 1:52; 1 Samuel 17:45; 

Isaiah 24:23), the Levites (Numbers 4; 8:24–25), the “ministering women” (Exodus 38:8; 1 

Samuel 2:22) and, notably, all of creation, which God set in order and continues to rule 

(Genesis 2:1; Isaiah 37:16; Jeremiah 10:11–16; Amos 4:13; 5:8; 9:5–6; Zechariah 14:16). 

The Lord set His hosts in order so that they might serve Him (cf Job 28:3; 38:5; 39:6; Psalm 

19:4–5; 104:9). The Word of God, by which He made all things (Genesis 1:3), endures and 

gives direction to His hosts (Psalm 119:89–91). The result is the orderly, natural world in 

which we live. Every particle, every person, is designed to fulfill a calling that gives the Lord 

praise (Psalm 148). Luther wrote: God calls Himself the God of the armies or of the hosts, 

that is, not only of the angels or of the spirits but of the entire creation, which carries on 

warfare for Him and serves Him.… God created all these creatures to be in active military 

service. (AE 1:74) 
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1:6-14 Blemished Sacrifices: No Respect 

How does a son honor his father and a servant honor his 

master? 

 

Read Leviticus 22:17-33 and the following Bible 

passages. What did God command regarding how his 

people were to offer sacrifice?  

Deuteronomy 15:21 (NIV) 21 If an animal has a 

defect, is lame or blind, or has any serious flaw, you 

must not sacrifice it to the LORD your God.  

Leviticus 27:9–12 (NIV) 9 If what they vowed is an 

animal that is acceptable as an offering to the LORD, 

such an animal given to the LORD becomes holy. 10 They must not exchange it or 

substitute a good one for a bad one, or a bad one for a good one; if they should 

substitute one animal for another, both it and the substitute become holy. 11 If what 

they vowed is a ceremonially unclean animal—one that is not acceptable as an offering 

to the LORD—the animal must be presented to the priest, 12 who will judge its quality 

as good or bad.  

The 4th Commandment 

Honor your father and mother, 

that it may go well with you and 

that you may enjoy long life on 

the earth.  

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God 

that we do not dishonor or anger 

our parents and others in 

authority, but honor, serve, and 

obey them, and give them love 

and respect. 
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What were the Israelites offering as sacrifices to God? (verses 8, 12-14) Why would this be 

so bad? Read Hebrews 10:1-18 & 1 Peter 1:18-21. 

 

 

 

How might we be guilty of offering the same “blemished sacrifices” as the Israelites? Read 

Isaiah 1:11-20. 

 

 

 

What does God expect of us when it comes to “sacrificing”?  

Romans 12:1–3 (NIV) 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 

mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 

your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 

what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I 

say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but 

rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 

distributed to each of you.  

1 Corinthians 16:1–2 (NIV) 1 Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do 

what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of 

you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so 

that when I come no collections will have to be made.  
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2:1-9 Admonition for the Priests 

God instituted the Levitical priesthood after 

the Israelites left Egypt in the Exodus. Priests 

in the Old Testament served as 

intermediaries and intercessors between 

God and the people as they were specifically 

chosen to offer sacrifices and prayers on 

behalf of the people to God. They also served 

as the teachers and preservers of God’s Word 

to the people for the people. They were 

acting as God’s messenger, or Malachi (2:7). 

This was their full-time work, supported by 

God through the people.  

What admonition does God give his priests? (verses 8-9) 

 

 

God promises to carry off these priests with the offal on 

their faces. (verse 3) How will getting rid of these priests 

actually help the priesthood in the long run? 

 

 

What does it mean to have your blessings cursed? (verses 

2, 9) 

 

  

Offal 
The offal refers to the organ meat 

taken from the sacrifices that was 

commanded to be disposed of by 

burning outside the camp. Pieces 

like the large and small intestines 

would contain processed waste or 

soon-to-be excrement. This is 

what the LORD is saying will be 

spread on these priests’ faces. This 

is similar to Nahum 3:6. 

Covenant of Life and 

Peace to Levi 
This refers to God’s covenant 

made to Phinehas, Aaron’s 

grandson. Phinehas showed his 

zeal for the Lord when we 

protected Israel from the 

corruption of idolatry in 

Numbers 25:1-13. 
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Those who serve the Lord as their public profession are still sinners like everyone else in the 

world. In other words, they’re not perfect. Privately, what would you admonish your pastor 

for? Have you done that? If not, I encourage you to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

Following Matthew 18:15-20, I pray that your pastor accepts your admonition, repents, and 

that you forgive him. If he does not repent of a sin he has committed, the next step would 

be to contact one of the elders. (As of 2020, our elders are Andy Hartmann, Jeff Evey, and 

Ben Heidfeld.) If the elders do not admonish the pastor for a sin he has committed or they 

have and the pastor refuses to repent, the next step would be to contact the circuit pastor. 

(As of 2020, our circuit pastor is Pastor Mike Quandt at Redemption Lutheran Church in St. 

George, Utah.) If the circuit pastor does not call the pastor to repentance or he does and the 

pastor refuses to repent, then you go to our District President. (As of 2020, our Nebraska 

District President is Pastor Phil Hirsch of Hope Lutheran Church in Manhattan, KS.)   
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2:10-16 Judah Unfaithful 

What detestable thing has Judah done to break their faith with God? (Read Deuteronomy 

7:1-6 & Ezra 9:1-10:4 for more background on this situation.) 

 

 

Although it was a sin for the priests to marry unbelieving women (Deuteronomy 7:3), we 

cannot say today that a Christian marrying an unbeliever is a sin (c.f. 1 Corinthians 7:10-17). 

Should we or should we not encourage a Christian marrying an unbeliever? Explain your 

reasons. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE STUDY BIBLE: Who Hates Divorce?  

Verse 16 ends by repeating v. 15b with one significant change. After speaking to 

“you” in vv. 13–15a, v. 15b switches back to third person “he” as in vv. 11–12, ending 

literally, “and with the wife of your youth let him not act treacherously.” Then after 

a conjunction opening v. 16 (meaning “because,” “if,” “when,” “that,” or “indeed”) 

is a verb that clearly means “he hates,” although most translations change it to “I 

hate.” But the subject apparently is the one who “acts treacherously,” and who also 

covers his garment with injustice. The one speaking is the Lord God of Israel, and 

contrary to KJV, NKJV, etc., there is no indication of indirect discourse (“says that”), so God cannot be 

the subject of “he hates.” This verse specifies how wives were being betrayed. Their husbands were 

“hating” so as to “divorce” them for no legitimate reason (Dt 24:3), which was a heinous injustice. Such 

a cold-blooded and unscrupulous traitor to his marital responsibilities, who would deny his wife the 

very things he had pledged to provide - devotion, care, companionship, protection, intimacy, peace, 

justice (Gn 2:24; Ex 21:10; Dt 22:13–19; Pr 5:15–20) - stood condemned by God, and he wore the stain 

of his crime like a garment for all to see (Ps 73:6). 
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2:17-3:5 The Day of Judgment 

How does anyone weary the LORD with our words? See the Lord’s immediate answer in verse 

5. 

 

 

What do the following Bible passages teach us when it comes to observing the wicked 

prosper? 

Deuteronomy 25:16 (NIV) 16 For the LORD your God detests anyone who does these 

things, anyone who deals dishonestly.  

 

Psalm 94:1–2 (NIV) 1 The LORD is a God who avenges. O God who avenges, shine 

forth. 2 Rise up, Judge of the earth; pay back to the proud what they deserve.  

 

Proverbs 20:22 (NIV) 22 Do not say, “I’ll pay you back for this wrong!” Wait for the 

LORD, and he will avenge you.  
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Romans 12:17–21 (NIV) 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what 

is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for 

God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On 

the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something 

to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

 

1 Peter 2:21–25 (NIV) 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, 

and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he 

did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself 

to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so 

that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been 

healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  

 

1 Peter 3:9–12 (NIV) 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, 

repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a 

blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue 

from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They must turn from evil and do 

good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the 

righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against 

those who do evil.”  

 

Who is the Malachi? (verse 1) (c.f. Matthew 11:1-15; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 7:18-30) 

 

A different messenger comes up in the second half of verse 1. This messenger is the Lord. 

What is the message of his covenant? (c.f. Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 9:15, & Hebrews 

10:10-18) 
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International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: There are numerous Biblical references which 

describe or allude to the various metallurgical operations. In Job 28:1 occurs zaqaq, 

translated "refine," literally, "strain." This undoubtedly refers to the process of separating the 

gold from the earthy material as pictured in the Egyptian sculptures (Thebes and Beni 

Hassan) and described by Diodorus. The ore was first crushed to the size of lentils and then 

ground to powder in a handmill made of granite slabs. This powder was spread upon a 

slightly inclined stone table and water was poured over it to wash away the earthy materials. 

The comparatively heavy gold particles were then gathered from the table, dried, and melted 

in a closed crucible with lead, salt and bran, and kept in a molten condition for 5 days, at the 

end of which time the gold came out pure. 

PEOPLE’S BIBLE COMMENTARY: The picture of a 

launderer is also used, one who cleans by rubbing, 

kneading, and beating to make cloth soft, clean, and 

pliable. This is the old-ribbed-washboard School of 

Hard Knocks in which God makes his children bend 

easily and quickly to his will.  

How does this change your picture of what it means that the LORD will refine and purify you 

like gold and silver or like a launderer’s soap? 
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CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE: THE APOLOGETICS STUDY BIBLE 

Jehovah’s Witnesses use these verses to underscore their belief that, 

in 1918, Jesus returned to cleanse the temple and he did so spiritually 

by releasing people from their bondage to “Babylon the Great” (false 

religion), finishing his work by the year 1919. This verse does not teach 

the return of Christ in 1918 to release persons from the bondage of 

false religion. These verses do concern false religion, but it concerns 

God’s judgment on that false religion and his desire for his people to 

return back to him. 

 

 

 

3:6-7 The Unchangeable 

The LORD does not change. What is the immediate benefit of this truth for the Jews? What is 

the benefit of this truth for us?  
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3:8-12 Robbing God 

Recall earlier in the book of Malachi. How were his people robbing God? 

 

 

 

The LORD issued a test to the Israelites. In fact, this is the only passage in the whole Bible 

where God explicitly challenges and calls his people to test him. What is God promising to 

the Jews if they take up his challenge? How do these verses still apply to us today? (c.f. 2 

Corinthians 8:1-15, 9:5-15) 
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Tithing. In the Old Testament, God gave laws governing the Israelite worship life which 

included a required offering of 10% of their wealth, which is called a tithe. (Leviticus 27:30; 

Numbers 18:26; 2 Chronicles 31:5) In fact, the Old Testament Law required multiple tithes 

- one for the Levites, one for the use of the temple and the feasts, and one for the poor of 

the land—which would have pushed the total to around 23.3%. Some understand the Old 

Testament tithe as a method of taxation to provide for the needs of the priests and Levites 

in the sacrificial system. 

As New Testament Christians, we are not bound by the same worship laws. We have freedom 

to give to God as we desire, expressing our thanks for the bounteous riches which God has 

given us through Jesus Christ. These riches are nothing less than the gift of total perfection, 

complete forgiveness of all our sins, and eternal life with God in heaven.  

In various New Testament Bible passages, we are encouraged to give willingly and freely as 

we are able to express our love for God and our trust in him. This might mean that we 

cheerfully give 1% or less of our wealth in offerings to God. It could mean that we give 20% 

or more of our wealth. As we have seen repeatedly throughout Malachi, God is more 

concerned about the attitude of the heart than the actual physical offering.  

If you have never given a literal 

tithe before, consider taking on this 

challenge: The next time that you 

are budgeting your offerings to the 

Lord, plan to give 10% of your 

income for 10 consecutive weeks. 

Test the Lord. See what happens 

when you do this. Trust that he will 

take care of you while you do so. 
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3:13-18 Futile to Serve God 

At the beginning of this chapter, the Lord called the Jews out that talk like this wearied him. 

In that section, we saw that the Lord would not let evildoers go unpunished. What new 

comfort does he offer here? 
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4:1-6 The Day of the LORD 

The LORD now answers the rhetorical question of the people. What does God do with the 

arrogant who are called blessed, the evildoers who prosper, the ones who challenge God 

and escape, and those who live by the motto that crime does pay? 

 

 

 

 

The picture of fire and flames is commonly 

associated with Judgment Day (c.f. Isaiah 1:31 & 

66:15-16). But another bright picture is given in 

verse 2. What is the sun of righteousness that will 

rise with healing in its wings? Read Isaiah 9:1-7; 

Isaiah 60:1-7, 19-22; Matthew 4:12-16; John 8:12; 

Luke 13:34-35. 

 

 

 

 

 

What last command does God give to his people through Malachi? (verse 4) Why leave them 

with this command? 
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The LORD promises to send the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

Who is that Elijah? Has he already come? 

Luke 1:13–17 (NIV) 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your 

prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call 

him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his 

birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other 

fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 

He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will 

go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 

parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to 

make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  

John 1:6–9 (NIV) 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came 

as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 

He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light 

that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  
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Mark 9:11–13 (NIV) 11 And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of the law say that 

Elijah must come first?” 12 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come first, and 

restores all things. Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and 

be rejected? 13 But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him everything 

they wished, just as it is written about him.”  

Matthew 11:13–15 (NIV) 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 
14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 Whoever 

has ears, let them hear.  

Matthew 17:11–13 (NIV) 11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore 

all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, 

but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is 

going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking 

to them about John the Baptist.  

 

 

 

PEOPLE’S BIBLE COMMENTARY: The Word speaks in other places 

about how, as the world nears its end, children will turn against their 

parents and parents will turn against their children. Our world is full of 

examples that this happens and is happening. Parents commit the 

ultimate in child abuse - they neglect their children’s souls. They don’t 

care where their children will spend eternity. They spend money for their 

children’s bodies and for their education, but they neglect to tell the 

children the commands and laws of God, to talk about them on the way, 

to write them in their homes and on their hearts. 

But there is also the fact that as the day grows closer and closer, fathers and children will be 

talking to each other and turning to each other. There will be good families. God will see to 

it! In our day when we sometimes feel like despairing because there are no good families 

left, there are good families. Families do pray together and do stay together through life. 

This is the greatest turning together of hearts, fathers talking to their children about the 

Savior, children talking to their fathers. Their hearts are touched through the only thing that 

touches hearts, the Word of God. 
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Famous Last Words 

This is the last book of the Old Testament. Nothing else is recorded as the Word of God until 

after the Messiah comes. What do you think of this being the last book of the Old Testament? 

Is this a fitting end? Is this a nail-biting cliff-hanger? Is this a dark, dystopian future? Is this 

how you would end centuries of prophecy before the Offspring of the woman actually 

arrives? 
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Intertestamental Period: Bridging the Gap to the Day of the Lord 
The time between the Testaments was one of ferment and change - a time of the realignment of 

traditional power blocs and the passing of a Near Eastern cultural tradition that had been dominant for 

almost 3,000 years. 

In Biblical history, the approximately 400 years that separate the time of Nehemiah from the birth of 

Christ are known as the intertestamental period (c. 432–5 B.C.). Sometimes called the “silent” years, they 

were anything but silent. The events, literature and social forces of these years would shape the world 

of the NT. 

History 

With the Babylonian captivity, Israel ceased to be an independent nation and became a minor territory 

in a succession of larger empires. Very little is known about the latter years of Persian domination 

because the Jewish historian Josephus, our primary source for the intertestamental period, all but 

ignores them. 

With Alexander the Great’s acquisition of Palestine (332 B.C.), a new and more insidious threat to Israel 

emerged. Alexander was committed to the creation of a world united by Greek language and culture, 

a policy followed by his successors. This policy, called Hellenization, had a dramatic impact on the Jews. 

At Alexander’s death (323 B.C.) the empire he won was divided among his generals. Two of them 

founded dynasties—the Ptolemies in Egypt and the Seleucids in Syria and Mesopotamia—that would 

contend for control of Palestine for over a century. 



30 | P a g e  

 

The rule of the Ptolemies was considerate of Jewish religious sensitivities, but in 198 B.C. the Seleucids 

took control and paved the way for one of the most heroic periods in Jewish history. 

The early Seleucid years were largely a continuation of the tolerant rule of the Ptolemies, but Antiochus 

IV Epiphanes (whose title means “God made manifest” and who ruled 175–164 B.C.) changed that when 

he attempted to consolidate his fading empire through a policy of radical Hellenization. While a 

segment of the Jewish aristocracy had already adopted Greek ways, the majority of Jews were outraged. 

Antiochus’s atrocities were aimed at the eradication of Jewish religion. He prohibited some of the 

central elements of Jewish practice, attempted to destroy all copies of the Torah (the Pentateuch) and 

required offerings to the Greek god Zeus. His crowning outrage was the erection of a statue of Zeus 

and the sacrificing of a pig in the Jerusalem temple itself. 

Opposition to Antiochus was led by Mattathias, an elderly villager from a priestly family, and his five 

sons: Judas (Maccabeus), Jonathan, Simon, John, and Eleazar. Mattathias destroyed a Greek altar 

established in his village, Modein, and killed Antiochus’s emissary. This triggered the Maccabean revolt, 

a 24-year war (166–142 B.C.) that resulted in the independence of Judah until the Romans took control 

in 63 B.C. 

The victory of Mattathias’s family seemingly made little overall impact on the government. With the 

death of his last son, Simon, the Hasmonean dynasty that they founded soon evolved into an 

aristocratic, Hellenistic regime sometimes hard to distinguish from that of the Seleucids. During the 

reign of Simon’s son, John Hyrcanus, the orthodox Jews who had supported the Maccabees fell out of 

favor. With only a few exceptions, the rest of the Hasmoneans supported the Jewish Hellenizers. The 

Pharisees were actually persecuted by Alexander Janneus (103–76 B.C.). 

The Hasmonean dynasty ended when, in 63 B.C., an expanding Roman empire intervened in a dynastic 

clash between the two sons of Janneus, Aristobulus II and Hyrcanus II. Pompey, the general who 

subdued the East for Rome, took Jerusalem after a three-month siege of the temple area, massacring 

priests in the performance of their duties and entering the Most Holy Place. This sacrilege began Roman 

rule in a way that Jews could neither forgive nor forget. 

Literature 

During these unhappy years of oppression and internal strife, the Jewish people produced a sizable 

body of literature that both recorded and addressed their era. Three of the more significant works are 

the Septuagint, the Apocrypha, and the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Septuagint. Jewish legend says that 72 scholars, under the sponsorship of Ptolemy Philadelphus (c. 250 

B.C.), were brought together on the island of Pharos, near Alexandria, where they produced a Greek 

translation of the OT in 72 days. From this tradition the Latin word for 70, “Septuagint,” became the 

name attached to the translation. The Roman numeral for 70, LXX, is used as an abbreviation for it. 
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Behind the legend lies the probability that at least the Torah (the five books of Moses) was translated 

into Greek c. 250 B.C. for the use of the Greek-speaking Jews of Alexandria. The rest of the OT and some 

noncanonical books were also included in the LXX before the dawning of the Christian era, though it is 

difficult to be certain when. 

The Septuagint quickly became the Bible of the Jews outside Palestine who, like the Alexandrians, no 

longer spoke Hebrew. It would be difficult to overestimate its influence. It made the Scriptures available 

both to the Jews who no longer spoke their ancestral language and to the entire Greek-speaking world. 

It later became the Bible of the early church. Also, its widespread popularity and use contributed to the 

retention of the Apocrypha by some branches of Christendom. 

Apocrypha. Derived from a Greek word that means “hidden,” Apocrypha has acquired the meaning 

“false,” but in a technical sense it describes a specific body of writings. This collection consists of a 

variety of books and additions to canonical books that, with the exception of 2 Esdras (c. A.D. 90), were 

written during the intertestamental period. Their recognition as authoritative in Roman and Eastern 

Christianity is the result of a complex historical process. 

The canon of the OT accepted by Protestants today was very likely established by the dawn of the 

second century A.D., though after the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple in 70. The 

precise scope of the OT was discussed among the Jews until the Council of Jamnia (c. 90). This Hebrew 

canon was not accepted by the early church, which used the Septuagint. In spite of disagreements 

among some of the church fathers as to which books were canonical and which were not, the 

Apocryphal books continued in common use by most Christians until the Reformation. During this 

period most Protestants decided to follow the original Hebrew canon while Rome, at the Council of 

Trent (1546) and more recently at the First Vatican Council (1869–70), affirmed the larger “Alexandrian” 

canon that includes the Apocrypha. 

The Apocryphal books have retained their place primarily through the weight of ecclesiastical authority, 

without which they would not commend themselves as canonical literature. There is no clear evidence 

that Jesus or the apostles ever quoted any Apocryphal works as Scripture (but see note on Jude 14). 

The Jewish community that produced them repudiated them, and the historical surveys in the apostolic 

sermons recorded in Acts completely ignore the period they cover. Even the sober, historical account 

of 1 Maccabees is tarnished by numerous errors and anachronisms. 

There is nothing of theological value in the Apocryphal books that cannot be duplicated in canonical 

Scripture, and they contain much that runs counter to its teachings. Nonetheless, this body of literature 

does provide a valuable source of information for the study of the intertestamental period. 

Dead Sea Scrolls. In the spring of 1947 an Arab shepherd chanced upon a cave in the hills overlooking 

the southwestern shore of the Dead Sea that contained what has been called “the greatest manuscript 

discovery of modern times.” The documents and fragments of documents found in those caves, dubbed 

the “Dead Sea Scrolls,” included OT books, a few books of the Apocrypha, apocalyptic works, 
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pseudepigrapha (books that purport to be the work of ancient heroes of the faith), and a number of 

books peculiar to the sect that produced them. 

Approximately a third of the documents are Biblical, with Psalms, Deuteronomy and Isaiah—the books 

quoted most often in the NT—occurring most frequently. One of the most remarkable finds was a 

complete 24-foot-long scroll of Isaiah. 

The Scrolls have made a significant contribution to the quest for a form of the OT texts most accurately 

reflecting the original manuscripts; they provide copies 1,000 years closer to the originals than were 

previously known. The understanding of Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic and knowledge of the 

development of Judaism between the Testaments have been increased significantly. Of great 

importance to readers of the Bible is the demonstration of the care with which OT texts were copied, 

thus providing objective evidence for the general reliability of those texts. 

Social Developments 

The Judaism of Jesus’ day is, to a large extent, the result of changes that came about in response to the 

pressures of the intertestamental period. 

Diaspora. The Diaspora (dispersion) of Israel, which had begun in the Babylonian exile, accelerated 

during these years until a writer of the day could say that Jews filled “every land and sea.” 

Jews outside Palestine, cut off from the temple, concentrated their religious life in the study of the 

Torah and the life of the synagogue (see below). The missionaries of the early church began their 

Gentile ministries among the Diaspora, using their Greek translation of the OT. 

Sadducees. In Palestine, the Greek world made its greatest impact through the party of the Sadducees. 

Made up of aristocrats, it became the temple party. Because of their position, the Sadducees had a 

vested interest in the status quo. 

Relatively few in number, they wielded disproportionate political power and controlled the high 

priesthood. They rejected all religious writings except the Torah, as well as any doctrine they claim that 

not found in those five books. 

Synagogue. During the exile, Israel was cut off from the temple, divested of nationhood and surrounded 

by pagan religious practices. Her faith was threatened with extinction. Under these circumstances, the 

exiles turned their religious focus from what they had lost to what they retained—the Torah and the 

belief that they were God’s people. They concentrated on the law rather than nationhood, on personal 

piety rather than the sacrificial system, and on prayer as an acceptable replacement for the sacrifices 

denied to them. 
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When they returned from the exile, they brought with them this new form of religious expression, as 

well as the synagogue (its center), and Judaism became a faith that could be practiced wherever the 

Torah could be carried. The emphases on personal piety and a relationship with God, which 

characterized synagogue worship, not only helped preserve Judaism but also prepared the way for the 

Christian gospel. 

Pharisees. As the party of the synagogue, the Pharisees strove to reinterpret the law. They built a 

“hedge” around it to enable Jews to live righteously before God in a world that had changed drastically 

since the days of Moses. Although they were comparatively few in number, the Pharisees enjoyed the 

support of the people and influenced popular opinion if not national policy. They were the only party 

to survive the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70 and were the spiritual progenitors of modern Judaism. 

Essenes. An almost forgotten Jewish sect until the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Essenes were 

a small, separatist group that grew out of the conflicts of the Maccabean age. Like the Pharisees, they 

stressed strict legal observance, but they considered the temple priesthood corrupt and rejected much 

of the temple ritual and sacrificial system. Mentioned by several ancient writers, the precise nature of 

the Essenes is still not certain, though it is generally agreed that the Qumran community that produced 

the Dead Sea Scrolls was an Essene group. 

Because they were convinced that they were the true remnant, these Qumran Essenes had separated 

themselves from Judaism at large and devoted themselves to personal purity and preparation for the 

final war between the “Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness.” They practiced an apocalyptic faith, 

looking back to the contributions of their “Teacher of Righteousness” and forward to the coming of 

two, and possibly three, Messiahs. The destruction of the temple in A.D. 70, however, seems to have 

delivered a death blow to their apocalyptic expectations. 

Attempts have been made to equate aspects of the beliefs of the Qumran community with the origins 

of Christianity. Some have seen a prototype of Jesus in their “Teacher of Righteousness,” and both John 

the Baptist and Jesus have been assigned membership in the sect. There is, however, only a superficial, 

speculative base for these conjectures.  
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